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Most of us may never notice how
beautifully lit the Gold Dome is, but the
next time you are here at night, take a
closer look. Gaze up into the sky, and
you will see the face of an angel. Not
exactly in the biblical sense, but you will
see the face of a lady that has come to
represent what so many Georgians hold
so dear.

A mysterious
statue, “Miss
Freedom,” adorns
the top of the
Georgia State
Capitol. In one
hand she holds a
torch raised up,
and in the other
a sword at her
side. The torch
is said to be in
remembrance of
Georgians who
died in battle,
and the sword,
representative of
military protection
of the state. |
can not help but
feel that there is
something more
to the face of this
angel, the torch
she holds up so
high, and the
sword she wields
at the ready.

The origin of “Miss
Freedom” is not
certain. One
theory, perhaps
the most probable,
attributes the
statue to a
manufacturing
corporation

puse Petws

in Salem, Ohio. In the late 1920s, a
former secretary of the Supreme Court
wrote to Mullins Manufacturing inquiring
about the figure. James Andrews,
head of statutory work in the factory,
responded, saying that he remembered
quite distinctly that they had furnished
the particular statue in question. Upon
reviewing his catalog and records, he
found that Mullins had in fact furnished
a figure of a woman holding aloft a
torch in her right hand and sword in her
left, representing the requested statue,
‘Liberty.’

Another account claims that
the sculpture originally stoop atop the
City Hall/Fulton County Courthouse
and was removed because the building
could not hold its weight. It was stored
in the basement until one of the Capitol
Commissioners examined it and asked
that it be used on the Capitol. A similar
story has been reported, although in this
account, the statue was damaged in a
storm and was under repair when the
Commissioner asked for it. However,
photographs and illustrations of the old
City Hall from that period do not show
the figure.

In yet a third theory, the
most picturesque, the state of Ohio
gave Georgia the statue as a gift in
atonement for the destruction caused
there by Civil War General William T.
Sherman, an Ohio native. Another
version of the Ohio connection claims
that the sculpture was originally intended
for the Ohio Capitol, but Ohio ran out of
funds and forfeited the statue.

The figurine’s name is yet
another mystifying focus. State
researchers have long sought to find out
if she was ever given an official name. A
statue was part of the building’s design
from the outset. The architect’s drawings
show a vague female outline with an arm

Miss Freedom continued on page 5
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Talmadge James July 3

Beth Green July 5

Lorenzo Mosley July 11

Scott Blount July 14

Julie Jordan July 14

Kay Hodges July 20

Kelly Moody July 26

Dianne Hardin July 29

Margie Coggins July 30

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

['s s0 sad to grow old along. Py wifg hasn’t had a birthdagy in 4
gears. ohg was born in thg ygar of our lsord-only-knows.

- ANONYMOUS

From the Chief-of-Staff

g 18

Keeping Safety in Mind

Due to the small scare we had last week in the Coverdell Office Building, I have asked Captain
Wilson of the Georgia State Patrol to give our entire staff some guidance on the proper evacuation
protocol for the General Assembly.

In the coming weeks, we will designate coordinators for each floor of COB and the Capitol to ensure
proper evacuation. Captain Wilson will also conduct training on proper evacuation very soon.

I ask your full cooperation in this effort to ensure that we have a safe work environment. Thank
you in advance.



In just two months from today, one of our most experienced
secretaries will be celebrating her 14th year with the House.
For many of us, that would mean that we were well on our way
to thinking about our retirement, but for Eva Farrill, this is life
after retirement. An executive assistant with the Ford Motor
Company for 27 years, it took only two weeks for Eva to see
that she did not like staying at home and chose the Georgia
House of Representatives as her second career and home.

| don't know about anyone else, but when | think about my
retirement there's a golf course under my feet and the sound
of a rolling tide in my head, but if you know Eva Farrill, that just
wouldn't be enough. An avid car racing fan, Eva just can't seem
to take her foot off of the pedal. She began as a secretary in
Room 007 of the Legislative Office Building, and was eventually
asked by Rep. Jeanette Jamieson, then Chairman of the House
Education Committee, to be her committee secretary. Now she
serves under two committee chairmen, Rep. James Mills and
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EVA FARRILL
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Rep. Ron Stephens, and she shows no signs of slowing down
now.

When asked what her favorite time with the House was, she
stated “|'ve enjoyed every single session, | take it day by day,
and | have no plans to leave any time soon.” She said that here
in the House, “I've found a place to work, enjoy each day. in a
place where the people who work here, spend their time doing
what they think is right. Everyone means well.”

In a time where most people seem to be going through the
mations, trying to get from paycheck to paycheck, it's a warm-
ing feeling to know that the people who work on our staff are
here by choice. They're here because they want to be here, and
do the very best job they can for the citizens of Georgia. Now
that's what government should be, and Eva Farrill exemplifies
that each and every day she walks into and out of this capitol.

- Brent Cranfield

CAN YOu
GLE'SS
WHO

THIS [S?

The back page will tell you who it is!



Did You Knaw...

Chris Raasch, son of Christel Raash, is pictured first
ow second from the left
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The Norcross 11 and under travel
baseball team capped off a 24-

13 season by winning the Baseball
Player’s Association Florida Invitational
Tournament in Destin, FL during

June 24-26, 2005. They also won the
Sawnee Mountain Shootout Tournament
in Cumming, GA over Memorial Day
Weekend. The young Blue Devils made

it to the final championship round of the 19-team
Greater Gwinnett Baseball League earlier in June and
ere ranked in the top 10 teams for their age group
in Georgia by USA Sports Rankings.

Hard work spotlights the character of people: some turn up their

sleeves, some turn up their noses, and some don’t turn up at all.

The House Staff On-
line Directory

Just in case you haven’t checked out the House
web site lately, we’ve added a staff page un-
der the House Communications section. We all
know how wonderful we (the House staff) are,
now it’s time to let the public know. Yup, we’'re

creating something of a “White/Picture Book” of

the House staff!

Our goal is to feature the House staff members
by adding a headshot and a short biographical

=Sam Ewing

sketch (name, occupation, hobbies, etc.) on the
staff page. Along with the attachment of this
newsletter, is a questionnaire. Please print

it, fill it out, and call or email Luisa Angel in
House Communications with the date and time
that you would like to take your picture. The
dates will be July 21-26 from 9-12 and 1-4

in the North staircase of the Capitol (where
Oglethorpe’s statue is). Please bring the ques-
tionnaire with you to your picture appointment.

Because we want you to look your best, please
wear clothes that compliment your skin tone!

See you soon!



Words of Wisdom...

Betty Jwaim
House Administcative Assistant

fok 24 yeaks, Betly has Lived by Hhe motto They
Name i, and | do it.  Peginning heg cakeek With e
Ftate of GeoRgia as a pakt of the Boakd of Kegents,
petty WokKed fof the deokgia Highek Education Commis-
sion & Ftate Jcholagship Commission aftek attending
tWo quakteks of college at deokgia Ftate. Two yeags
Lateg, she moved to the Health Depagtment, but took
some time off affek getting maggied. Jhe Retugned to
the state With a pagt-time job with the Clesks Of-
fice, and Waz theke fok neakly eight yeaks. ek fikot
fulltime job with the House came when the Legislatuge
cReated the Joint Tax Reform Committee. With foug
yeaks of expegience on tax issues, she Was Zoon
named az Committee ﬁchen‘aKy foK the House Wayﬁ
% Means Committee.  Lateg, she moved once adain 4o
WokK fok the Cobb County Delegation in the LOB.

if anyone on oug staff symbalizes flexivility,
it s petty. 10 a fime when evegyone seems to be
tegRitoRial about Job desegiptions, Just Kerq;mbeﬂ what
betty believes, They name it, and | do it.

- Brent Cranfield

X ?)L%jk Face...
JSDSS’ BUI"‘CG

House Communica\hons

A self proolaime&] ‘talrmy Braf,, Jenee was born in
Fair]?anlcs, lallaslca, and spenf e early years of Ker
life fraveling all across his and roany ofber countries

wills Ker family. Flﬂer Spen':hng four years in Qer-

roanys Ler faﬂ\er, a §Vasfer ng‘. io e DS, Flrmy,
rooved Mhe famlly back fo Lis horoe of minen, Georgia

upon Lis refireraent from He milifary. Jenee wenl

on o grac’uafe from Georgia Soulbern Oniversify i

2002 with a an!\erlor’s Jegree in Polihoal Science.
Wi a suroroer lnfernskip, she ventured o WaSL-
ingf’on, D.C. to work for former Georgia Congressman
Bob Parr. lalﬂ'er Ker grat]uafion, she becarne a legal
clerlc for an aﬁ'orney in Sfafesl?oro,, bul soon leﬁ' Fo
roove fo T lefro Alanta. Prior fo joining He Flouse
Cororounicalions Office, Jenee worked as a morfgage
broker and Joan offioer. Cven H\ougk she loved Ler
experience in He prlvafe Seofor, Jenee fe”' ﬂ\a{' she Lad
rouch roore fo give back to Ler oommunif\z and Sfafe,
so she rooved I?aolc info Mhe polihcal and governrnen-

Fal arenae (And | can -:Iefinlf'ely vouch Hhal we are al]
rouch belter off Hhal she bas.

- Brent Cranfield

Miss Freedom - continued...

outstretched, and the building specifications sent out
in 1884 mention “the statue of Freedom.” In recent
decades, she has been unofficially
designated “Miss Freedom.” The sales manager at
the Mullins Corporation mentioned in his letter that
the statue requested was “Liberty.” There is another
suggestion that her name is “Goddess of Liberty.”
After learning the all of the possible origins of
“Miss Freedom,” | am still left with the feeling that she
means more to this state than any of us or the originally
architects could have ever imagined. | have come
to believe that the torch, standing so tall in the ‘Heart

Rongtiforget!

Computer training will be held
the week of October 3rd-7th.
These training classes will be
very beneficial to us all. We
will be learning Microsoft soft-

Computer
Training
October

ware such as Word, and Access.

of the South’ is to remind us all that we must lead the way. We must lead in the way in
social justice. We must lead the way for what is right for this state and the nation. And we must lead the way to making sure that
Georgia continues to shine all across this nation. | believe that her sword is not just about military protection. It's about reminding
Georgians that we must all fight for what we believe in. We must fight for what is right for all people. It does us no good to be
shown the way, to be guided by the light, if we do not have the courage to take the first step, and face the unknown.

She views this state, not by looking in, but by looking out. Looking out over the horizon, to the next challenge, guiding us
to what is to come, and she sees how what happens under her perch affects the lives of all Georgians. We should always keep
this in mind. That what we do in this building, affects us all. We should be looking outward as well. Prepared for the challenges

ahead and ready to act when our time is called.

- Brent Cranfield



kducate gourselt!
Kid s Ruflel

We now have a special place on our
website for our Georgia Kids}  Althowgh it
15 in the beginning phases we have really big
plans for this part of the website. There
are fun facts, trivias information on the
state symbolsy and How a Bill Becomes Law
features the newly elected State Amphibian
— the Green Tree Frog!

This site will also feature all the past
Speakerss County Lnformations History of’
the Capitol y and will have links to Bills that
have passed that af¥ect the Kids!

All e)g%ﬂz rade students learn about
State Government 50 we kope that our
website will be both beneficial and fun for
them)

There will also be a section for Teachers
and even our Senior Citizens!

To get to the student webpa8655 roll over
the public button on the nav)gaﬁon bar
then click on the elementarys middles and
kigk 5chool buttons. ChecK out the State
Symboals page to get ood recipes that
include our state foods!

We hope you will enoy our new additions
and that the Kids in“your repreSen‘ra‘r}vess
districts will be able to use these pages
to %elp with their studies and have a Sood
time.

Please contact Gina if you have any
suggestions as we continue to add to these

PQSBB.

Georgia State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

404.656.5020
404.656.5644

gmckinne@legis.state.ga.us
bcranfield@legis.state.ga.us

We'’re on the Web!

www.legis.state.ga.us/legis/2005_06/house/index.htm

The Cute Little Girl
with the Curl is none
other than

Rebecca
Hammock!




